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more new ground than many Governments which had lived twice
the time. Looking back we may mark it in the historical calendar
as the Parliament of the transition between the old Liberalism, which
had cleared the ground of inequality and privilege, and the new,
which was reaching out to constructive reform. Nonconformists
and Temperance advocates were still the backbone of the Liberal
party, but zealous social reformers had appeared on the scene, and
from this time forward were to have increasing influence. Above
all this Parliament set the lists for the struggle between Lords and
Commons which, though held up in the subsequent years was, in
Mr. Gladstone's phrase, to "go on to its issue " eighteen years later.
It was now clear that whatever might be the right solution of the
Second Chamber question, a Second Chamber composed almost
entirely of one party, and at the disposal of that party to destroy the
measures of the other could not in the long run be reconciled with
the working of the party system. "When the Liberal party went out
of power in 1895, it was with a foreknowledge that, when it next
came in, it would be compelled to face the House of Lords question,
or be content to exist on the sufferance of its opponents. In fact,
the Parliament of 1906 was to pick up the question of the House
of Lords exactly at the point at which the Parliament of 1892 had
left it.
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